
WE ARE HERE TO: 
TEACHER RIGHTS PROTECT 

PUBLIC EDUCATIONDEFEND 

Cyprus Turkish Secondary 
Education Teachers Union

KTOEÖS





Cyprus is an island country in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea and a member state of the European Union. It is 
located south of Turkey, west of Syria and Lebanon, northwest of Israel, north of Egypt and east of Greece.

It is the third largest island in the Mediterranean Sea, after the Italian islands of Sicily and Sardinia (both in terms of 
area and population).  It is also the world's 81st largest by area and world's 51st largest by population. It measures 
240 kilometres (149 mi) long from end to end and 100 kilometres (62 mi) wide at its widest point, with Turkey 75 
kilometres (47 mi) to the north. Cyprus is a major tourist destination in the Mediterranean. 

The earliest known human activity on the island dates to around the 10th millennium BC. Archaeological remains 
from this period include the well-preserved Neolithic village of Khirokitia, and Cyprus is home to some of the oldest 
water wells in the world.

Cyprus was settled by Mycenaean Greeks in two waves in the 2nd millennium BC. At a strategic location in the 
Middle East, it was subsequently occupied by several major powers, including the empires of the Assyrians, 
Egyptians and Persians, from whom the island was seized in 333 BC by Alexander the Great. Subsequent rule by 
Ptolemaic Egypt, the Roman Empire, the Byzantines, Arab caliphates for a short period, the French Lusignan 
dynasty and the Venetians, was followed by over three centuries of Ottoman rule between 1571 and 1878 (de jure 
until 1914).



Cyprus was placed under British administration on 4 June 1878 (formally annexed by Britain on 5 November 
1914,in response to the Ottoman government's decision to join World War I on the side of the Central 
Powers) until it was granted independence in 1960, becoming a member of the Commonwealth in 1961.

Geopolitically, the island is subdivided into four main segments. The Republic of Cyprus covers the southern 
two-thirds of the island (59.74%). The Turkish Republic of northern Cyprus covers the northern third 
(34.85%), and the United Nations-controlled Green Line provides a buffer zone that separates the two and 
covers 2.67% of the island. Lastly, two bases under British sovereignty are located on the island: Akrotiri and 
Dhekelia, covering the remaining 2.74%.

Republic of Cyprus joined the European Union on 1 May 2004 and on 1 January 2008, joined the Eurozone.

Cyprus has two official languages, Greek and Turkish. Armenian and Cypriot Maronite Arabic are recognized 
as minority languages. Although without official status, English is widely spoken. 



Today Cyprus is  divided into two sections as the south and the 
north. The United Nations based negotiation process since 1968, 
in order to reach a comprehensive settlement to the Cyprus 
Problem is still continuing today. 

In 2004 a United Nations proposal “the Annan Plan” to resolve the 
Cyprus dispute was presented to the people of Cyprus in a 
referendum.  The proposal suggested to restructure the Republic 
of Cyprus as a "United Republic of Cyprus", which would be a 
federation of two states. The proposal was supported by 65% of 
Turkish Cypriots, but only 24% of Greek Cypriots. Many 
demonstrations took place in favour of the plan organised by 
Turkish Cypriot trade unions including KTOEÖS. Thousands of 
Turkish Cypriots were out in the street demanding peace and 
unification. 

In 2008 United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  
appointed Alexander Downer, Former Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Australia, as his Special Adviser on Cyprus. He, as a highly 
respected diplomat, played an impartial role in helping the 
negotiation process to resolve the Cyprus problem.

In 2010 the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon made his first visit 
to Cyprus to show his personal support to the Cypriot-led and 
Cypriot–owned process to reunify the island and to encourage the 
two leaders to share commitment to a comprehensive solution as 
early as possible. He also quoted “For decades, the world has 
heard about the Cyprus problem. Now is the time for the 
Cyprus solution”. Ban Ki-moon urged the leaders of the island's 
divided communities to show political leadership for a settlement. 



On 11 February 2014, the leaders of Greek and Turkish 
Cypriot communities,revealed a Joint Declaration where 
the leaders of the part ies agreed to a more 
comprehensive approach and results-oriented 
negotiations. 

On 21 August 2014 Former Norwegian foreign minister  
Mr. Espen Barth Eide, was appointed by Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon to serve as his Special Adviser on 
Cyprus. He assists the parties in the conduct of full-
fledged negotiations aimed at reaching a comprehensive 
settlement.

KTOEÖS, believes that Cyprus is the common home of 
the Greek Cypriot community and of the Turkish Cypriot 
community where their relationship is not one of majority 
and minority but of political equality. 

KTOEÖS, takes part in a local formed “Solution 
Initiative ” which supports a United Federal Republic of 
Cyprus, based on a single sovereignty and international 
personality and a single citizenship regulated by federal 
law in accordance with the federal constitution, in a bi-
zonal and bi-communal federation.

KTOEÖS, fully supports the negotiation process and 
urges both community leaders to reach a comprehensive 
solution and bring peace and unification to our island.



KTOEÖS
Cyprus Turkish Secondary Education Teachers Union

KTOEÖS is a trade union which was established in 1968. It  is a union 
which embodies  most members  from the secondary and vocational 

education sector in northern Cyprus.

 KTOEÖS is a democratic mass union, which functions as a 
nongovernmental, nonprofit organization. The members of KTOEOS elect 
the administrative board by a general assembly that is held once in every 

three years. This administration board functions according to the objectives 
of the trade union.



The Objectives of KTOEÖS 

In a broad definition the 
objective of our trade union is to 
protect and improve the rights 
and benefits of its members, 
and to raise solidarity within 

trade unions for a better living, 
to struggle for justice, for 

freedom, and the improvement 
of human rights,  peace, and 

democracy. 

We are the defender of free, 
equal and quality public 

education for all. 



Membership profile of our union

KTOEÖS has members from
 different educational levels such as:

- Primary Education
- Secondary Education
- Vocational Education

- Teacher Trainers 
- Educational Staff



International Memberships of KTOEÖS

EI - Educational International 
ETUCE  - European Trade Union Committee for Education

WFTU - World Federation of Trade Unions



The Executive Board of KTOEÖS

President:  Tahir GÖKÇEBEL
General Secretary: Vedat TEK

Secretary of Finance: Selma EYLEM
Secretary of Organisation: Aziz SELENGIN

Secretary of Education: Zühre ÖZKARAMANN

The Board of KTOEOS

The Administrative Board 
formed by 15 members 
has been elected at the 

general assembly in 
2014.  

The Board will function 
between the three year 

period
2014-2017



Our Committee Meetings take 
place periodically. 

Our union has committees on  
different subjects such as   

Gender Equality, 
New Employed Teachers, 

Vocational Education and VET 
Teachers, etc. 



- To fight for democracy, justice 
and human rights

- To fight against Neo liberalism

- Struggle against flexible working 
conditions, unsecured 

employment and privatization

- To protect public sphere such as 
Education and Health

The Vision of KTOEÖS



- To provide free, scientific, quality 
and equal education for all

- Contribute to joint combats to 
solve communal problems 

- To obey austerity measures and 
the cut of the labour force 

salaries.
 

- To improve the walfare and 
status of teachers and the 

working force

The Vision of KTOEÖS





Just as many examples in the 
world, our government is following 

policies to privatize education.
 In 2014 the ministry of education 

launched an education reform 
council and we as teacher trade 

unions stated our will on investing 
in public education, providing equal 

pay to teachers and defending 
scentific, democratic, free and 

quality education for all. 



Quality Public Education must be 
provided to every child, 

that is why KTOEÖS is working 
with education stakeholders such 
as parent councils, school heads, 

policy makers and local authorities 
to show that there must be a joint 
struggle and teachers must not be 

left alone on this path. 



Periodically our union 
executive and administrative 

board members visit rural 
and urban area schools and 

carry out meeting with 
teachers.

 



KTOEÖS, is a member of a 
local union platform 

“Say Stop to the Law of 
Immigration” 

which aims to defend the 
rights of all workers covering 

public and private sector 
workers. In 2010 a new labour 

law was launced by the 
government and civil 

servants salaries employed 
after 2011 decreased 40%. 

This includes teachers also. 
A joint campaing and action 
plan is carried out with 30 

trade unions in order to stop 
and change this law which we 

believe will cause the new 
generation to immigrate from 
the country. This is why it is 
called by the community the 

law of immigration. 











KTOEÖS Head Office and Contact Information 

Address: No 5, Abdullah Parla Sokak, itfaiye Yanı, Caglayan
Nicosia - Cyprus

Tel: + 90 392 228 86 49
       + 90 392 228 79 71
Fax: + 90 392 228 86 48
E-mail: info@ktoeos.org 

Web site: www.ktoeos.org
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